How Can | Face This Operation?
By William S. Croom, M.D.

Late one afternoon, | sat in my consultation room considering what |
would say to a patient for whom a major surgical procedure was inevitable. It
is always a problem for the doctor to know just what approach to follow in
order to allay as much anxiety as possible. In this particular case, the patient
was a mature Christian woman and that fact caused me to think of the many
reassurances | could discuss with her—reassurances which many patients are
denied because of their lack of a genuine faith in God.

The usual discussion of the great strides made in anesthesiology and
surgical technigues as a means of reassuring her seemed insignificant and
secondary to those promises she already had as a part of her Christian
inheritance. An abiding faith and a trust in God'’s providential care are
instruments that can be found only on the surgical table of a sincere child of
God. They are instruments that a wise surgeon is grateful to see before him,
for his skill is naught but for the blessings of his Maker.

Since the time of the earliest physicians, the influence of the mind over
the functioning of body organs has been recognized. However, only in recent
years has the proper importance of these psychosomatic concepts been
realized, so that they are now being stressed in all fields of medicine. Worry is
detrimental to anyone’s health, but doctors know that it is especially injurious
to one who is ill—whether the illness requires treatment with medicines or
surgery.

CONFIDENCE HELPS

On the other hand, tranquility of mind is most advantageous. Two of
the most obvious of these advantages to the surgical patient include the
probability of a less difficult anesthesia than is usual with the extremely nervous
individual. Itis also known that the pain threshold is higher in confident
patients. Thus, they are more comfortable following the operation; less pain-
relieving medication is necessary. This reduces the possibility of several
ominous complications which may result from oversedation.

Unfortunately, a surgeon cannot expect a cure in all operations. This is
particularly true in dealing with cancer, although many times it is curable if
discovered early. But regardless of the outcome, the Christian who is facing an
operation for suspected or known cancer is entitled to great hope by virtue of
his relationship to God through Christ.



INFLUENCE FOR CHRIST

In addition to these benefits which the Christian enjoys at the time of
surgery, there is a rare opportunity to let his light shine before men for the
glory of God. We are living in a very fast-moving world, which is rapidly filling
up with people having various types of anxieties and fears...anxieties that are
sharpened into neuroses by the added weight of an iliness. Therefore,
composure of mind and a spirit of love emanating from a patient does not pass
unnoticed by those with whom he comes in contact. The influence of such a
person for the cause of Christ cannot be measured.

We are all given various experiences in life to test our faith in God.

While no one eagerly looks forward to an operation, we can all learn to accept
each event we face with the knowledge that God is with us
always...understanding that “all things work together for good to them that
love the Lord.”

There is a prevalent idea that happiness consists in the absence of any
pain. Christ does not so teach. He challenges us to win the crown of
righteousness, to overcome through suffering. Through Him, even our
suffering can work for us. In Him, there is purpose even in pain.

We send this out with a prayer that you who read it will turn to God
through Christ to find victory through suffering. When you are through with
these pages, please pass them on to someone else who needs this message from
the Master.

May we appeal to any who read this who are not yet obedient servants of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Why not believe on Him this hour? Repent of your sins
and turn to God. Then confess your faith in Christ to other, and be baptized
(buried) into Christ unto the forgiveness of your sins (Acts 2:38; Romans 6:4).
You can find some believer who will assist you. Don'’t put it off. Render this
trusting obedience today and live each day as a new creatlirere walk in the
light as He is in the light we have fellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus Chr
His Son cleanses us from all sins” (1 John 1:7).

*Adapted for 20" Century Christian “Victory Through Suffering”




‘He Giveth More”
By Annie Johnson Flint

He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater

He sendeth more strength when the labors increase.
To added affliction He addeth His mercy

To multiplied trials, His multiplied peace.

When we have exhausted our store of endurance

When our strength has failed ere the day is half done
When we reach the end of our hoarded resources,

Our Father’s full giving is only begun.

His love has no limit, His grace has no measure;
His power now boundary known unto men
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus
He giveth and giveth and giveth again.

Jamestown Christian Church
strives to apply the New Testament teaching...

Our desire as a church is:

1. TO RESTORE primitive Christianity, and the consequent union of all
followers of Christ in one body.

2. TO EXALT Christ above party and His Word above human creeds.

3. TO BUILD a church of Christ without denominational name, man-
written creed, or other barrier to Christian unity, whose terms of
fellowship shall be as broad as the conditions of salvation and identical
with them.

4. TO LEAD sinners to Christ in the clear light of the New Testament
teaching.

5. TO PROCLAIM the simple gospel of Jesus Christ- facts to be believed
commands to be obeyed, warning to be heeded, promises to be enjoyed.

Thus, we teach and plead for:
1. THE BIBLE as the only rule of faith and practice.
2. 1l TIMOTHY 3:16-17
3. CHRISTIAN as the name of Christ’s followers. Acts 1 1:26; 26:28.



4. CHURCH UNITY as practical, possible, and essential. John 17:20, 21; 1
Corinthians 1:10.

5. BAPTISM OF BELIEVERS- Mark 16:15, 16; Acts 2:38, 41; Acts 16: 32-
34; Matthew 28: 18, 20.

6. IMMERSION AS BAPTISM- Matthew 3:13-17; John 3:23; Acts 8:26-
40; Romans 6:3-5.

7. LIVING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. The real test of Christianity is the
living of a spiritual life, working as if all depended on us, trusting as if all
depended on Christ. Hebrews 12:1,2.

You will find sincere Christian fellowship, warm-hearted Bible
preaching, teaching and training in this Church, and Bible School.
Jamestown Christian Church is dedicated to proclaiming the glorious
Gospel of Christ, observing His commands, and building a spiritual
fellowship through the indwelling presence and power of the Holy Spirit.
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